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Moroks invited to the MSSC Potluck Picnic on Sunday Aug 10th noon  Dr. 

Bruce Carter’s . RSVP Cheryl Lopez by Aug 7th.  Read Prez Sez for more info! 



 

MONROVIA ROCKHOUNDS 

 

              ELECTED OFFICERS   

  
  

PRESIDENT – NEWSLETTER Janie Duncan   (626) 358-8157                                                                                   

 

VICE PRESIDENT – Camille Rutkowski           

 
 

SECRETARY – Michele Silcock                       (626) 357 8425     
 

 

 

TREASURER – CUSTODIAN  - Jim Lloyd       (626) 793-9239 

 
AUDITOR – FELLOWSHIP Louise Stack   (626) 966-0350 

 

Our Website is www.moroks.com 

Mission Statement : Our Purpose is to promote popular interest and education in the earth sciences, including geol-

ogy, mineralogy, paleontology, the lapidary arts, and related subjects; to sponsor and provide means of coordinating 

the work and efforts of persons and groups with similar interests; and by and through such means to strive toward 

greater community and international good will and fellowship. We also support promoting and ensuring the right of 

amateur hobby collecting, recreational rock hunting and the use of public and private lands for educational and recrea-

tional purposes related to the earth sciences. We are a registered 501 C 3 non profit organization.                                                                                                                                              

Affiliations & Accreditations: The Monrovia Rockhounds is affiliated with the California Federation of Mineralogi-

cal Societies, Inc. (CFMS), the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies (AFMS), and the American Lands 

Access Association (ALAA).                                                                                                                                              

Membership: Annual donations are $15.00 per member and $5.00 per each additional member at the same address.  

$10.00 per name badge is payable on the date of initiation.                                                                                       

Meetings: MOROKS meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of each month. At 7:00 pm, in the basement of the United 

Methodist Church of Monrovia, located at 140 E. Palm Ave. Monrovia CA 91016. The building is on the corner of 

Ivy & Palm Ave.  We use the door where there is  handicapped access in the alley on the west side of the building.  

Do not try to enter from the front of the building.  Guests are always welcome at our General Meetings.  Please come 

and share our love of rocks.                                                                                                                                                

Information: Monrovia Rock Hounds Inc. was founded August 28th, 1957.  The club colors are green & white.  The 

club is a non-profit organization dedicated to providing knowledge of the lapidary arts, geology, mineral logy, and 

other related fields.  Members enjoy slide shows, lectures, demonstrations, displays, lapidary classes, our club library 

as well as field trips for exploration, study and collecting specimens.                                                                                                         

        We reserve the right to edit all material submitted for publication.   

CHAIRPERSONS 

 
 
REPRESENTATIVE –  Ray Ritchey         (626) 359-1624 
 

REPRESENTATIVE –  Colleen Chestnut (626) 443 7662 

FEDERATION – Jo Anna Ritchey             (626) 359-1624 

HISTORIAN – Nancy Hamrick              (626) 357-4106 

BULLETIN – Janie Duncan                (626) 358-8157 

CUSTODIAN – Jim Lloyd               (626) 793-9239 

PICNIC – PHOTO Donald Sneberger        (626)  941-6214 

SHOW – WEBSITE – Jo Anna Ritchey   (626) 359-1624 

ROCK DRAWING - Louise Stack               (626) 966-0350 

FIELD TRIP – Ray Ritchey                        (626) 359-1624       

CARD FELLOWSHIP— Aynn Freeman     (626) 303 4343 

If you have any submissions for this newsletter or need to contact the editor Janie Duncan please email her at janieduncan@altrionet.com 
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.  Moroks has been invited to the MSSC Potluck Picnic on Sunday   
August 10 th noon to 5pm at the home of  Dr. Bruce Carter 146 High-
land Place Monrovia CA 91016 Water provided.  Bring other beverages 
if  you wish.  YOU MUST RSVP BY AUGUST 7TH. Call Cheryl           
Lopez 626 351 6283.  Meat is furnished.  Please bring a side dish salad 
or dessert to share. You may also bring a rock related item to swap., 
sell or trade.  The club will furnish the paper goods. 

Beverly Davila 

William Davis 

John Matthews 

Nancy Hamrich 

Thomas Fuentes 

2014 MULTI-CLUB FIELD TRIP SCHEDULE Distributed to the representatives of the Del Air – Glendora 

-- Monrovia -- North Orange County -- Pasadena -- Whittier Gem  Mineral and Lapidary Clubs 

AUGUST 2 : LOS OLIVOS to collect Serpentine, Cinnabar and fossilized whale bone. 

SEPTEMBER 20 & 21 : JALAMA BEACH - Agate, jasper, petrified whale bone, travertine onyx, Marcasite and fossils. 

OCTOBER 11 : SEARLES LAKE CLUB SHOW & field trips: Pink halite crystals & borax minerals. 

NOVEMBER 1 & 2 : WHITTIER CLAIM AREA - honey onyx, agate, jasper, palm root, etc. 

NOVEMBER 28 - 30 : WILEY WELL AREA - Geodes, Agates and other good stuff.  

DECEMBER 6 : HIMALAYA MINE TOURMALINES - Dig your own pink and green California tourmalines from the 

world’s most famous tourmaline mine, the near beautiful Lake Henshaw in San Diego County, 20 miles east of Pala. Over 

200,000 lbs. produced since 1898 including quartz crystals, lepidolite, topaz, morganite, and other pegmatite minerals.  

JANUARY 24 & 25 : QUARTZSITE ARIZONA SHOWS  

For up-to-date information on these field trips and how to joining the trip please see your club’s field trip leader or call Joe 

Goetz at (626)-622-9420.  

Janie  Duncan 

Camille Rutkowski      

VICE PREZ SEZ     

PREZ SEZ    

 

 

Important info about the picnic above!  Please read it.   

Trilobite is the  

Wisconsin  

state fossil. 



 

MONROVIA ROCKHOUNDS  BOARD MEETING July 2nd 4th 
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Bench Tips by Brad Smith   More BenchTips  by Brad Smith are at FaceBook facbook.com/BenchTips or at 

groups.yahoo.com/group/  Get all 101 of Brad's bench tips in "Bench Tips for Jewelry Making" on Amazon .com    

Sawing Jump Rings The difficult part of making jump rings for me has always been holding the 

coil while cutting off  the individual rings. I use a saw to get the best fit when closing the rings later. I’ve 

seen all sorts  of suggestions for ways to hold the coil, but the one that works best for me is this little jig 

made  from scrap wood. It’s about 2 inches wide and 4–5 inches long with a groove cut down its length  

to cradle the coil of wire, and a thin stop attached to the front end. To cut the rings, thread your saw 

blade through the coil, hold the coil down in the groove and against the front stop, and saw  at bout a 

40-degree angle.  Don’t forget to use some wax or cutting lube. It really does make a difference. If you 

don’t  believe me, do an experiment while you’re cutting a mess of rings. Count how many rings you  cut before breaking a 

blade, first without lube and then with adding some lube about every 6–8 rings. 

President:  Janie Duncan called the meeting to order at 2:25 PM.  

Vice President: Camille Rutkowski  was absent.   July is the picnic at 6:009 pm at the Church.  Augst is tenitivly the 

wire wrapping class by Becky Fregoso.  Don’t forget your Bingo gifts.  September is Montana sapphire dig.  

Secretary: Michele Silcock was absent The minutes were approved as corrected in the bulletin.   

Representative: Ray Ritchey was absent  Representative: Colleen Chestnut was absent                                   

Treasurer: Jim Lloyd. We have 32 paid members.   

Auditor: Louise Stack was absent Will get stuff from Jim soon. 

Website: Jo Anna Ritchey It is up to date. 

Photographer: Donald Sneberger gave Janie the card. 

Federation: Jo Anna Ritchey The 2015 Show will be in Lodi and hosted by the CFMS officers.  The 2016 in Placer-
ville. They are near gold panning areas. 

Fellowship:  Louise Stack Michele Silcock has a sprained ankle and a bone spur in her foot.  Her wrist is healing.   

Field trip: We need a  field trip Chairman.  Any volunteers?   

Bulletin:  Janie Duncan Janie won the small Bulletin completion first place at the CFMS Editor’s Breakfast.  She got 
a lovely plaque and a certificate. 

Historian: Nancy Hamrick Janie will do it with Nancy soon.                                                                                                                              

Picnic: Donald Sneberger We will have the picnic and have decided to do it at the July meeting at 6pm. 
Donald will come at 3:30 to cook.  Ray and Holly said they would come help Janie. 
Great Rock Drawing: Louise Stack  was absent.  We asked Jim to get 3 spheres from the garage for a raffle. 

Custodian:  Jim Lloyd no report. 

MOROKS Fun Day Come to play Bingo! 

Refreshments: Ray Audetter and Holly Galluzo will bring them for August. 

Show: Jo Anna Ritchey was absent She has assigned sub chairmen for show.  Michele will do the Main Prizes, Janie 
will do Kids, Kitchen and ticket printing. Louise Stack will do Volunteers.  Aynn Freeman will do the Treasure 
Wheel.  William has been asked to do Security and Publicity and Denise Davis main prize tickets sales.  We hope 
Tom will do the truck and Thomas Witt the overnight security. 

Old Business: Janie Duncan  

1.The letter back to the Department of Justice was received and we do not have to register as a trust.  

2. Judy Romaine is a new member.  We are still waiting for her attend so we can get a picture for the newsletter. 

New Business: Janie Duncan  

Janie Duncan Adjourned the meeting at 3:40 pm   

 



 

President:  Janie Duncan called the meeting to order at 7:25 PM.  

Vice President: Camille Rutkowski was absent Tonight  is the potluck Bingo Party.  August will be an Introduction to 

Wire Wrapping Class by Becky Fregoso. You must RSVP Janie and bring tools if you have them.  Ralph will furnish 

the stone for the class and Beck will buy the wire and the club will pay for it.  We are doing the basics only due to 

time.  September is Sapphires hunting in Monrovia.  We will actually be screening gravel sent from Montana in water 

tubs.  More information to come on this fun meeting.  October is the Silent Auction. 

Secretary: Michele Silcock  The minutes were approved as corrected in the bulletin.   

Representative: Ray Ritchey no report                                                                                                                        

Representative: Colleen Chestnut no report                                                                                                                 

Treasurer: Jim Lloyd. We have 34 paid members.    
Auditor Louise Stack: no report. 

Website: Jo Anna Ritchey will email the new info for Jo Anna. 

Federation: Jo Anna Ritchey  The 2015 Show will be in Lodi and hosted by the CFMS officers.  The 2016 in          
Placerville. They are near gold panning areas. 

Fellowship:  Louise Stack  We had 6 guests present. Pam Werner, Fletcher Ingram, Sandy Peery and Cal and Em 
Matthews and Judy Romine brought a guest. Michele Silcock is slowing healing her foot and wrist.  Colleen Chestnut 
will be going to Ireland next month and will miss the August meeting. 

Photographer: Donald Sneberger took pictures of Judy Romine new member.  Later got one of Pam Werner when 
we voted her in. 

Show: Jo Anna Ritchey has assigned sub chairmen for show.   We have a couple of new dealers for the show next 
year. Michele will do the Main Prizes, Janie will do Kids, Kitchen and ticket printing. Louise Stack will do            
Volunteers.  Aynn Freeman will do the Treasure Wheel.  William has been asked to do Security and Publicity and  
Denise Davis main prize tickets sales.  We hope Tom will do the truck and Thomas Witt the overnight security. 

MOROKS Fun Day: Bingo tonight!  There is a meteorite show at UCLA in the Geology building.  See the informa-
tion in this newsletter for more info.  

Field trip: Looking for a chairman. 

Bulletin:  Janie Duncan no report 

Historian: Nancy Hamrick  was absent 

Picnic: Donald Sneberger The picnic was awesome and we agreed to change the title to Potluck Bingo Night.. The 
food was terrific and plentiful! 

Great Rock Drawing: Louise Stack we raffled off 3 spheres.  Aynn Freeman won the huge Onyx and Michele won 
the strawberry onyx.  Pam Werner won the obsidian. 

Custodian:  Jim Lloyd Ralph says we need new clips for the show cases and will buy them and the club will             
reimburse him.  They will not be a stand head screwdriver.  

Refreshments: Holly Galluzo and Ray Audette will bring them for August. 

Old Business: Janie Duncan   

New Business: Janie Duncan   

Pam Werner was voted in as new members.  Welcome to the Monrovia Rockhounds. 

Janie Duncan Adjourned the meeting at 7:40pm   

 

July 17h 
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MONROVIA ROCKHOUNDS  GENERAL MEETING 

  http://www.amlands.org for more information on what you can do to protect our rock sites.   

August Program wire wrapping class by Becky Fregoso.  Free RSVP 

Rock Song Title of  the Month: I'm Stone in Love with You---The Stylistics   
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The UCLA Meteorite Gallery, located in Geology 3697, is open from 9am-4pm on weekdays.  For more infor-

mation, contact iplex[at]ess.ucla.edu .visit: http://giving.ucla.edu/meteorites/ 

Professor John Wasson and researcher Alan Rubin have spent decades building the UCLA meteorite collec-

tion to its impressive 1500-specimen count today.  Together, they have made the collection one of the most 

extensive in the world, but only recently have these unique bits of our solar system’s history been on dis-

play for visitors to admire.  “For many years, we’ve collected beautiful exhibit specimens, but kept them 

locked in an inaccessible cabinet,” Rubin said.  “It’s nice to put them on display for other people to see.” 

The gallery is open to the public weekdays from 9am – 4pm, the museum is located in Geology 3697.  The 

UCLA Meteorite Gallery is supported by the Department of Earth and Space Sciences and the Institute for 

Planets and Exoplanets.   

BAKING SODA IN THE FIELD via Cowtown Cutter 

Here are some reasons you will be glad you took a box of natural soda along on your field trip.                                                   

1. Insect bites, minor burns, poison oak - add water to make a paste and apply to affected area.                                               

2. Sunburn, wind burn and prickly heat -add 1/4 cup to a basin of water and bathe or sponge on.                                           

3. Acid indigestion - add 1/4 teaspoon to a glass of water and drink slowly.                                                                                              

3. Tired feet - add three tablespoons to a basin of water and soak.                                                                                                  

4. Tooth cleanser and breath freshener - Use as  much as needed on moist toothbrush.                                                                    

5. Hand and fingernail cleaner - Rub dry on moistened hands to remove pine pitch, odors  or grease.                                         

6. Fire extinguisher - for grease fire, throw a box full at the base of the fire.                                                                                      

7. Freshening camp coolers and thermos jugs add 2 teaspoons and partly fill with water, shake and rinse.                                    

8. Deodorant - sprinkle some inside your boots or hiking shoes.                                                                                                     

9. Safe, natural cleaner for camp dishes and pans - add 3 tablespoons to a pan of warm water and soak.                                               

10. Cleaning a dirty, bug spattered windshield, chrome and camper frames: rub damp sponge sprinkled with baking soda.                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

11. Freshening RV water tanks - flush with a solution of 1/4 cup of soda and 1 gallon of water. Rinse with clear water. 

A maar is a shallow volcanic crater with steep sides that is surrounded by tephra deposits. The tephra deposits are 

thickest near the crater and decrease with distance from the crater.  A maar is formed by one or more underground explo-

sions that occur when hot magma comes into contact with shallow ground water to produce a violent steam explosion. 

These explosions crush the overlying rocks and launch them into the air along with steam, water, ash and magmatic mate-

rial. The materials usually travel straight up into the air and fall back to Earth to form the tephra deposits that surround 

the crater. If the tephra lithifies, it will become an igneous rock known as tuff.   Maars are more numerous than most peo-

ple realize. After cinder cones, maars are the second most common volcanic landform.  If you search the Smithsonian In-

stitution's Global Volcanism Program database, you will be able to find hundreds of maars. Maars are underrepresented as 

volcanic land- scape features because they are small in size and lack rocky vertical development that would make them re-

sistant to weather- ing and erosion. Because they are relatively small, shallow depressions, they can be easily filled with 

sediment and not recog- nized as volcanic features.   The Largest Known Maar The largest known maar on Earth is Devil 

Mountain Maar Lake, located on the northern part of the Seward Peninsula of Alaska. It was produced by a hydromag-

matic eruption that occurred about 17,500 years ago. The blast spread tephra over an area of about 2,500 square kilome-

ters. The tephra is several tens of meters thick near the maar and decreases with distance away from the maar.  

http://giving.ucla.edu/meteorites/
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Father, Son Kickstarting Mineralogy   We're trying again on Kickstarter to raise awareness for mineralogy and mineral collecting! Please 

note, we're not selling anything. But we do need your help, chatter and support to get this project rolling! We're creating free downloadable edu-

cational content for kids and educators and we're trying to get a more formative television show going about mineral collecting! Please, if you 

value mineral collecting, you won't have to put in much effort at all to help out a bunch! It's as easy as forwarding a link, reviewing the project, 

"Liking" us on Facebook and "Re-Tweeting" our content on Twitter. Simple!  Kickstarter.com is a crowd funding website, where projects are 

submitted and approved by the staff to get a much needed funding boost from people all over the world. Well our project "Minerals or Bust!" 

was approved and we launched it on the Fourth of July! Now we need your support! We have specific goals, aims and budgets listed on the 

project website, so please take a minute to look it over. Two years ago we launched a project that failed to get the funding we needed, but 

we're not ones to roll over and give up! So we regrouped and created a bigger, better project! Sadly, Mineral collecting is an interest that is 

dying out and we want desperately to breathe some new life into this great past time. There are practically no young faces at swap meets, in 

local clubs and at conferences and if we don't do something fun and entertaining to grab some new interest now we'll lose an entire branch of 

scientific study. Every year notices circulate about friends and colleagues who made great strides in mineralogy who've passed away. Their 

collections and research materials disappear, sometimes just into the dumpster! Oh, what a true shame that is! But that's where we can 

help! There's no better bunch to put a comical spin on some educational awareness about minerals right now than a goofball father/son team 

with an extensive mineralogy background. Over the years we've been members of the Nittany Mineralogical Society, Kyana Geological Society, 

the Georgia Mineral Society, the Coon Creek Non-Meetings in Arkansas, the Montgomery Gem and Mineral Society, Alabama Mineral & Lapi-

dary Society, Friends of Mineralogy Midwest, FM Southeast, the Northern California Mineralogical Association and Southern California FM! Our 

project deadline is August 28th, 2014. Please help us Kickstart an entertaining and informative series about gems, minerals and mineralogy!  

Our project on Kickstarter.com: https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/jbarwood/minerals-or-bust-season-one-episode-one   "Like" our Face-

book.com page with additional news/info: https://www.facebook.com/Minerals3DHD   

The World’s Largest Crystal  Quiz 

Dr. Bill Cordua, University of Wisconsin ‐ River Falls via Rockhounder 

1) True or false: There is no theoretical limit on the size to which a single crystal can grow.  

2) Which mineral forms the world’s largest known single crystal? a) beryl b) quartz c) spodumene d) copper  

3) How long is the world’s largest known single crystal? a) 2 meters b) 7 meters c) 12 meters d) 18 meters  

4) What is the maximum diameter of the world’s largest known gold crystal? a) 2 inches b) 5 inches c) 8 inches d) 12 inches.  

5) How much does the world’s largest single galena crystal weigh? a) 59 lbs. b) 153 lbs. c) 260 lbs.  

6) The largest known single fluorite crystal was found at a) Rosiclaire, Ill. B) Petaca, N.M. c) Cumberland, England.  

7) The largest known single calcite crystal was found at a) Pugh Quarry, Ohio b) Helgustadir, Iceland c) Joplin, Missouri.  

8) The Etta mine in the Black Hills of South Dakota is the home of the world’s largest known single crystals of a) spodumene b) muscovite c) py-

rite d) rose quartz.  

9) How long is the world’s longest known single crystal of quartz? a) 3 feet b) 8 feet c) 13 feet d) 20 feet.  

10) A large crystal was reportedly found (but not thoroughly documented) in the Devil’s Hole Beryl Mine, Fremont County, Colorado. This single 

crystal may Have been 159 feet long and weighed over 44 tons. What mineral is it? a) Microcline feldspar. B) olivine. C) native copper   

ANSWERS  

1)  True! There are practical limits, such as the supply of needed chemicals or Space in a rock, but one can theoretically grow crystals as large as one 

can Imagine.  

2)  a) Beryl from a granite pegmatite in the Malagasy Republic. The large copper masses from Michigan don’t qualify here because they aren’t      

sin- gle crystals, but aggregates of many crystals.  

3)  d) 18 meters (about 59 feet) long.  

4)  d) reported from an unspecified mine in California.  

5)  c) from a crystal in matrix from the Isle of Man, U.K.  

6)  b) from a granite pegmatite from this famous district.  

7)  b) from the type locality for “Iceland spar”!  

8)  a) forming giant crystals in granite pegmatites up to 14.3 meters (46.5 feet) long.  

9)  d) from a granite pegmatite in Goiaz, Brazil.  

10) a) Mined out in 1928, it is uncertain was to whether this was one crystal or an aggregate of many. If it were a single crystal it would be the 

https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/jbarwood/minerals-or-bust-season-one-episode-one
https://www.facebook.com/Minerals3DHD
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 Iris Agate Thin slices of very translucent agates may exhibit a vivid play of spectral colors when viewed in transmitted 

light. The photo shows such a slice of an agate geode from Brazil: on top the agate is seen in incident light and only shows 

a very faint banding  pattern with only the outer parts showing a little color. The picture shows an agate slice illuminated 

by a distant point-like light source from  behind (in even illumination the agate will just look milky). The colors are caused 

by a very fine banding that is superimposed on the regular, wall-lining agate banding, and  that acts as a diffraction grating 

on the light (Jones, 1952).   The grating is made of alternate layers of slightly higher and lower refractive indices  that run 

parallel to the regular bands. The observed colors are interference colors that  depend on the spacing of the banding, the 

angle of the transmitted light and that also change with the viewing angle. The strongest effect is seen in sections of less 

than  1mm thickness that were cut perpendicular to the banding (just as most agates are cut  to show their regular band-

ing); the specimen shown in the photo is 3mm thick.  Agates showing interference colors are sometimes called "iris agate" 

or "rainbow agates", as the iris banding is considered as a special phenomenon that is only found in certain types of agates 

of a few locations. Studies on agates from different locations  indicate that iris banding is a common phenomenon that is 

usually masked by strong pigmentation or low translucency of the specimen (Jones, 1952; Frondel, 1978; Heaney  and 

Davis, 1995).  Agates are also rarely cut into slices that are thin enough for the interference effects to  be observed. Taijing 

and Sunagawa (1994) found that, within an agate, iris banding is commonly seen in areas close to the transition to drusy, 

macrocrystalline quartz, which they interpreted as an indication that it develops at late periods of the agate formation.  

One has to keep in mind, though, that because of the geometry of the banding patterns,  an agate is more likely to be cut 

in a way that is favorable for iris banding to be visible close to the centre than it is at the rim. To cause strong interference 

effects and bright primary colors, the distance between  the elements of the grating must be just a few times larger than the 

wavelength of light  (between 250-700 nm, or 0.25-0.70 microme-

ters).   In optical microscopy studies, Jones observed variations in 

the spatial frequencies of  the banding between 15/mm and 600/

mm, corresponding to wavelengths of 67,000 nm  and 1670 nm, 

with the colors getting more saturated the finer the banding is.  

Similar spacing between the bands, between below 1 and 100 mi-

crometers, were observed by  Frondel, 1978, and Taijing and Suna-

gawa, 1994, with widths of 1-3 micrometers being  most common. 

Iris banding seems to correlate with periodic variations in quartz 

grain size (Taijing & Sunagawa, 1994) and chemical composition 

(Frondel, 1978, Heaney  and Davis, 1995, see under 

"Composition").  From Rockhound March 2013 Editor Jeff Ursillo  

via Stone Chat NORF 

 Argyle Pink Jubilee by Carolyn Weinberger via Chippers’ Chatter 

The latest buzz in the mining world comes from the Argyle Mine in the remote East Kimberly region of Western Australia. Rio 
Tinto, the mining company that owns Argyle recently unearthed a 12.76 carat pink diamond. The gem is the largest pink ever 
found in Australia and has an estimated value of more than $10 million.   The stone will be cut in Perth. It’s estimated that once 
the faceter begins the process, it will take 10 days to complete the process.   “This rare diamond is generating incredible           
excitement. A diamond of this caliber is unprecedented -- it has taken 26 years of Argyle production to unearth this stone and 
we may never see one like this again,” said Josephine Johnson from Rio’s Argyle 
Pink Diamonds division.   An interview on NPR with a representative of Rio Tinto, 
claims that the pink color is not a result of impurities in the stone, but rather a 
twisting of the crystal lattice which results from pressure exceeding that endured 
during normal diamond formation.  
Other pink stones have been found at Argyle, but none of this size. This stone is 
similar in color to the 24-carat Tanzanian “Williamson Pink“ received as a wed-
ding gift by Queen Elizabeth II. The Williamson is ranked among the finest pink 

diamonds in existence.  Once cut, the stone will be graded and showcased 
globally before being sold later this year. 
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 MOROKS PICTURE PAGE                                                                      
July Program  Potluck Bingo Night 

Photos by Donald Sneberger 

Left             

new  member           

Judy Romine 

 

Right                    

new member            

Pam Werner  

 

Welcome to 

MOROKS! 



 

replications. 
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CFMS August Rock Shows  

  

August 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 2014  NIPOMO Orecutt Gem Show NIPOMO HIGH SCHOOL  Olympic Hall Cafeteria & Park-

ing Lot 525 North Thompson Avenue Nipomo, California 93444 3 Big Days!  10 AM-5 PM Friday & Saturday 10AM - 

4PM Sunday 

August 16-17thTehachapi Valley Gem and Mineral Society  St. Malachy”s Catholic Church  407 West E Street Hours: Sat 

10 - 6; Sun 10 - 5 Contact: Robert Papac, (661) 821-7103 Email: getback@csurfers.net or getback@antelecom.net Web-

site: www.tvgms.orgt 16-17th                                                                                                                                           

August 23 - 24: SAN FRANCISCO, CA San Francisco Gem & Mineral Society S. F. County Fair Building, Golden Gate 

Park 9th Avenue & Lincoln Way Hours: Sat 10 - 6; Sun 10 - 5 Contact: Ellen Nott Email: ellen_nott@yahoo.com      

Website: www.sfgemshow.org 

Can you find the Killdear                

eggs in this photo? 

Picture by Jim Seaton 

Putnisite    New minerals are found every year. This one named  Put-

nisite, after the finder, caught the eye of  one of  our  members. It is 

pretty but rare and tiny. What really  makes it unique is that it doesn’t 

seem to fit into any of  the known mineral families (oxides, sulfides, 

tectosili- cates.  etc.) It was found in volcanic rocks by gold and nickel 

prospectors in Australia.  

Nature's Kindle  The mica group of minerals share a structure that results in crystals with perfect cleavage in one direc-

tion, but are otherwise physically very tough. Typically forming in a tabular habit, mica crystals are often called books for 

obvious rea- sons. They can be cleaved into exceedingly thin sheets that are elastic - they flex and bend back when re-

leased. They are also very resistant to heat and electric current, making them excellent insulators.  
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